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FIRST NATIONS GARDEN PAVILION,
MONTREAL, CANADA

ARCHITECTS

SAUCIER + PERROTTE ARCHITECTES

provide shading along the south-west facade, it merges with the
surrounding forest and exploits the ambiguity of inside and out. At the
opposite end, a meeting room is made with walls of rough shuttered
concrete and self-rusting steel — materials that successfully embed it in
the ground. These moves reduce the apparent bulk of the new building
and leave the wisp-like canopy as the scheme’s predominant element.

The museum exhibits are planned in a series of large free-standing
glass vitrines placed along the path and sheltered by the undulating
canopy. Emphasizing the importance of the land, the designers have
focused the exhibits on the raw plant materials from which everyday
objects such as baskets, hats, toys and other household objects were
traditionally made. These are collected to create an outdoor display
that is beautifully organized, clearly legible and carefully lighted. A birch
bark canoe, up-ended and set against a translucent screen of birch bark,
is viewed against the backdrop of the forest, alongside displays of other
significant examples of everyday objects juxtaposed with screens of
cranberries, twigs and cones sandwiched between sheets of glass.

By carefully scrutinizing the form of the land and considering its
particular significance to the First Nations’ people of the region, this
new pavilion radically transforms the programme of the building to
create an educational focus and a distinct place in a fragment of forest
at the heart of the city. BRIAN CARTER
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ground floor

lower level (scale approx 1:500)
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Concrete roof is clad in lead-coated
copper and provides shelter for display
cabinets.
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Ramp to lower level.
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Exhibits in display cases elegantly
emphasize importance of the land to
aboriginal peoples.
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Shop is above museum workspaces and
screened with lashed tree branches.
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