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THE YORKSHIRE SCULPTURE PARK CELEBRATES THIRTY
YEARS WITH NEW WORK BY ANDY GOLDSWORTHY.

Twenty years ago, when Andy Goldsworthy was artist in residence at the
Yorkshire Sculpture Park (YSP), he wondered whether he could suspend
a stalk screen between two branches 450mm apart. He has now returned
to create the largest and most ambitious exhibition ever hosted there.
In the Underground Gallery, Goldsworthy has transformed materials
from the local landscape. Layered stone domes crowd into one room,
appearing like tumuli,a mysterious black hole in the centre of each.

The hole is a recurring theme in Goldsworthy’s art; he sees it as a
window on to the ‘fragile, unpredictable and violent energy’ present in
nature. In Clay Room, the walls are completely covered in clay of a pale
grey hue that reflects the coal-mining history of the area.As the surface
dried and cracked, fissures revealed hair woven into the clay.

A further room is bisected by a |2m wide screen of chestnut stalks,
held together with blackthorns hanging as delicately as a giant cobweb.
Again, there is a hole at the centre. Wood Room is a dark, self-supporting
dome of coppiced chestnut logs, which can be perceived as threatening
or cocooning, depending on the viewer.

Outside, three specially commissioned works address the theme of
enclosure. The relationship between wood (symbolic of life) and stone
(permanent) is explored in Hanging Trees: three interventions in an

existing ha-ha, where felled oak trees are trapped within their enclosing
walls. Shadow Stone Fold is a sheep fold enclosing a sandstone slab, on
which you can make your own rain, snow or frost shadow. Outclosure is
an impenetrable dry stone circular wall; you can’t see over it and you
have no idea what’s going on inside. Goldsworthy is fascinated by the
social history of landscape and the act of making places inaccessible.
This exhibition is an inspirational celebration for the YSP’s 30th
anniversary year. JULIA DAWSON & LYNNE JACKSON

Andy Goldsworthy,Yorkshire Sculpture Park, near Wakefield,
31 March 2007 — 6 January 2008, www.ysp.co.uk
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