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Only at ground floor level is the
wall pierced, to allow views from
the living room to the thin
garden between the two houses.
So the living room, the first
space you come to after the
constrained entrance from the
car port, is full of light both from
above (the central well) and the
side (the sliver of garden
between neighbour and shear
wall). Luminance is increased by
white walls and floor. And the
almost surreal device of a long

L shaped pool which reflects

a barrier between formal and
informal worlds. Inner areas of
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Studio on top floor looks into
small patio with tall elegant
strands of Typha Angustifolia.
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Upper stair is spiral object almost
floating in space.

studio that looks into a calm
little patio where Typha

the house are suggested through Angustifolia grows against the

translucent glass panels.

A stair is cantilevered over the
granite clad pool, drawing you
up through the central well. At
first floor level, the straight flight
converts to a sculptural spiral,
almost hovering in space, and
connecting first and second
floors. Honed steel and wood
bridges connect front and back
stacks of rooms across the void.
Up at the top is one of the most

white concrete shear wall, and
looks out through a louvred
screen over the more
conventional houses around.
Externally, the louvred first
and second floors make an
elegant, veiled box hovering
over the virtually transparent
ground level, which can open at
the front to throw living room
and patio into one large space,
interior and exterior at the same
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Bedroom can have floor to ceiling
windows because louvres provide
privacy screen.

over a concrete ground floor.
The upper floors have, in effect,
a double wall with the louvres
shading a glass box that has
movable panes so spaces can be
cooled naturally as well as by air
conditioning.HELMUT GR...TZ
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