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swimming pool cut out of the
rock to the north and by a
separate garage to the south, the
two being linked by a continuous
sandstone retaining wall running
under the house, where it forms
part of the basement. A
differentiation of the structure
from heavy below (reinforced
concrete floors, random rubble
walls and fireplaces) to
lightweight above (steel
superstructure) helps to root
the house securely into its site.

This classic design is combined
with more recent concerns with
energy efficiency, the isolated
house being by necessity
relatively self-sufficient in
power, heat and water supply, as
well as waste management and
bush fire sprinklers (which 
are fed from the swimming
pool/reservoir).

What turns this essentially
straightforward and mostly
familiar configuration into
stunning spectacle, is Seidler’s

handling of the curved,
overhanging lines of the white
painted steel roof, which seems
to float above the rest of the
house and the yawning space
beyond the cliff, defying gravity.
Made from curved steel beams
with differing radii using new
industrial technologies and
covered with corrugated steel
roofing bent to suit – a local
touch there – the sculptured
roof shapes loudly proclaim an
artistic intent as well as modern

technique. A suspended steel
balcony thrusting its way out
below the dipping roof line from
the living space invites visitors
(those who don’t suffer from
vertigo that is) to step out into
the void and reinforces the
generally assertive tone of the
design. Heroic Modernism is
dead? Not in Seidler’s hands.  
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ground floor plan (scale approx 1:300)

longitudinal section
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Pool and terrace enclosed by a
random rubble wall. 
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Living space is a glazed eyrie with
breathtaking views. A suspended steel
balcony enhances the drama.
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